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never is dangerous, like them, from its mere pace and power.
It will take one man out of a straggling party, or even a
man on horse-back, while leaving his horse and his com-
panion on foot unscathed.
A British Consul has told the writer how on one occasion,
turning to speak to his kavass who was riding a few yards
behind him, he suddenly felt the hot blast and smelt the
sulphurous fumes; while the kavass collapsed, and fell
from his horse as if he had been shot. Prompt attention
and stimulants revived the sufferer on that occasion, but
it was a narrow escape. Had he been alone he would have
died past question.
Nobody seems to have investigated the matter scienti-
fically, or to have compared it with like phenomena in
other lands (such as Scinde for instance) where conditions are
similar. It is really not surprising that the natives should
put down the effect to a blow from a malignant " Jinn,/'
though one suspects that as a matter of fact the explanation
is this. Sudden contact with the heated, sulphur-laden blast
of the little whirlwind just " tips the balance," and in-
duces a stroke of heat-apoplexy in cases where the victim
is already verging on that condition. Possibly the Sdm is
a last legacy of the now quiescent volcanoes; for similar
sulphurous eddies, of a far less violent description, were
playing about the surface of the sea off the Riviera coast-
line for some time after the great earthquake at San Remo
in 1887.
In Mosul the hospitable Consulate received us once more,
while the keleg that was to take us down the Tigris to
Baghdad was in process of construction. A keleg is probably
one of the most ancient types of river craft in the world, and
is built in this wise. First, a frame of light poles, much
like hop-poles, is tied fairly firmly together with cord.
This may be of any size, but a fair-sized one for a small party
tis perhaps twelve feet square. Next a number of sheep-
skins, each taken from the animal with the minimum of
putting, and with all apertures firmly tied up, are fastened
beneath that frame. A keleg of the size named requires
about 100 'skins. These are inflated by the lungs of the